SPEWIAL FEATURE NO. 3-2137 AUGUST 18, 1978 
AL CRTIZ 


NEW YORK COPES WITHOUT NEWSPAPERS 
CVOICED PIECE AND INSERTS IN TAPE LIBRARY) 


INTRO: 

THE NEW YORK CITY NEWSPAPER STRIKE HAS AFFECTED MANY ASPECTS 
OF LIFE IN THE CITY, AND NEW YORKERS ARE RESORTING TO SOME UNUSUAL 
METHODS TO COPE WITH THE LACK OF NEWSPAPERS. VOA'S AL ORTIZ FILED 
THIS REPORT. 

VOICE: 

FOR THE FIRST FEW DAYS OF THE STRIKE, MANY NEW YORKERS SEEMED 
SOMEWHAT UNCOMFORTABLE. WHAT DO YOU DO DURING A LONG SUBWAY RIDE 
TO WORK WITHOUT YOUR COPY OF THE NEW YORK TIMES OR THE NEW YORK 
DAILY NEWS TO READ? AND WHAT WOULD YOU DO ON YOUR WAY HOME IF YOU 
COULDN'T PICK UP A COPY OF THE AFTERNOON NEW YORK POST? NEW 
YORKERS FIRST TURNED TO READING MAGAZINES, AND NOVELS. BUT WHERE 
DO YOU GO TO READ THE RESULTS OF THE STOCK MARKET AND THE 
RACETRACK? HOW DO YOU FIND OUT WHAT MOVIES AND PLAYS ARE SHOWING 
IN TOWN? 

IT DIDN'T TAKE LONG FOR NEW YORKERS TO TRY TO FILL THE VOID 
LEFT BY THE THREE MAJOR NEWSPAPERS, MANY SMALL NEWSPAPERS AND 
RELIGIOUS PUBLICATIONS RAN OFF HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF EXTRA 
COPIES AND DISTRIBUTED THEM THROUGHOUT THE CITY. EVERY TWO OR 
THREE DAYS, A PUBLISHING FIRM ANNOUNCED IT WAS PLANNING TO START 
UP A NEW PUBLICATION FOR THE DURATION OF THE STRIKE. 

THE HAGEDORN COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY HIRED ABOUT ONE HUNDRED 
REPORTERS AND EDITORS OF THE THREE MAJOR DAILIES, WHO ARE OUT OF 
WORK BECAUSE OF THE STRIKE, AND STARTED UP THE "CITY NEWS", A 
FORTY PAGE MORNING PAPER, THE STAFF WORKED FRANTICALLY TWENTY- 


FOUR HOURS A DAY TO GET THE NEW PAPER STARTED. SOME REPORTERS 
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HAD TO TYPE THEIR STORIES ON THE FLOOR BECAUSE THEY HAD NO TABLES, 
OTHERS HAD TO WRITE THEM OUT BY HAND, BECAUSE THEY HAD NO TYPE- 
WRITERS, 

ONE OF THE STRIKING NEWSPAPERS DECIDED TO TAPE RECORD THEIR 
DAILY COLUMNISTS AND PLAY THEM BACK TO ANY INTERESTED CALLER 
OVER THE TELEPHONE, BETH MEYERSON, A SPECIALIST ON CONSUMER 
AFFAIRS WAS ONE OF THOSF COLUMNISTS. 


PE: IT ONE -- MEYERSON RECORDED PHON AGE -- ESTAB' D 
€:10) AND FADE UNDER. 


"HI, I'M BETH MEYERSON, YOUR CONSUMER COLUMNIST FOR THE 
DAILY NEWS, ONE SURE WAY TO GET A SUMMER WEEKEND OR VACATION 
OFF TO A BUMPY START IS TO GET BUMPED OUT OF THAT SEAT ON THF 
AIRPLANE..." 
VOICE: 

THE STRIKE HAS NOT ONLY CHANGED THE WAY NEWSPAPER REPORTERS 
AND EDITORS COMMUNICATE WITH THE PUBLIC. IT HAS ALSO AFFECTED 
BUSINESSES THAT DEPEND ON NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING TO REACH THEIR 
CUSTOMERS, THE PRESIDENT OF THE NEW YORK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, DON 
MOORE, EXPLAINS. 
‘APE: CUT TWO -- MOORE 

"THE BUSINESS AREAS THAT WF THINK ARE MOST NEGATIVELY AFFECTED 
ARE THE ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRIES, PARTICULARLY MOTION PICUTRE 
THEATERS, WHERE THE PATRONS DEPEND UPON LISTINGS IN THE NEWSPAPERS 
EVERY DAY TO DECIDE WHAT MOVIE THEY WANT TO GO TO, WHAT THEATER 
AND AT WHAT TIME, OBVIOUSLY, ADVERTISING AGENCIES ARE LOSING A 
GREAT PART OF THEIR BILLINGS WITHOUT THE NEWSPAPERS TO RUN IN 
EVERY DAY, RETAILERS, PARTICULARLY THE LARGE DEPARTMENT STORES AND 
THE FOOD STORE CHAINS PLACE ADS IN THE PAPERS ON A BIG SCALE EVERY 
WEEK, WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF BRINGING CUSTOMERS IN FOR SPECIAL- 
PRICED MERCHANDISE THE NEXT DAY, AND NONE OF THAT, OR VERY LITTLE 
OF THAT IS GOING ON THROUGH ANY OF THE REPLACEMENT MEDIA." 
VOICE: 

SOME OF THOSE BIG STORE CHAINS HAVE STEPPED UP THEIR 
ADVERTISING IN RADIO AND TELEVISION, AND THEY HAVE EVEN HIRED 


ACTORS AND ACTRESSES TO STAND ON STREET CORNERS TO HAND OUT 
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ADVERTISING PAMPHLETS, EVEN SO, MISTER MOORE ESTIMATES THAT 
NEW YORK CITY'S STORES, THEATERS AND RESTAURANTS ARE LOSING 
ABOUT TWO MILLION DOLLARS WORTH OF BUSINESS PER DAY. 


TAPE: CUT THREE -- MOORE 

"EMPLOYMENT AGENCIES, REAL ESTATE FIRMS AND MANY OTHERS 
DEPEND EVERY DAY ON THE NEWSPAPERS TO HELP THEM TRANSACT BUSINESS, 
AND THEY ARE, AS A CONSEQUENCE, LOSING BUSINESS. WE THINK THE 
NEWSPAPER STRIKE REPRESENTS A CONSIDERABLE SETBACK IN THE 
ECONOMIC RECOVERY OF NEW YORK CITY, WHICH HAS RECENTLY BEGUN, 

AND HAS BEEN PROCEEDING VERY STRONGLY." 
VOICE: 

AT NEW YORK'S GRAND CENTRAL TRAIN TERMINAL, A FEW EMPLOYMENT 
AGENCIES HAVE SFT UP INFORMATION DESKS WHERE PEOPLE CAN FIND OUT 
WHERE TO LOOK FOR A JOB, SFVERAL EMPLOYMENT AGENCIES, FOLLOWING 
THE LEAD OF THE NEW YORK THEATER COMPANIES, HAVE SET UP A TELEPHONE 
"HOT LINE" SO CALLERS CAN GET INFORMATION THEY WOULD OTHERWISE 
FIND IN THE NEWSPAPERS, 

AND WHAT ABOUT THE THOUSANDS OF NEWSPAPER VENDORS IN NEW YORK 
CITY? YOU WOULD THINK THE STRIKE WOULD DEPRIVE THEM OF THEIR 
LIVELIHOOD, NOT SO, SAYS NEWSSTAND VENDOR CHARLIE STEPPER. 

TAPE: CUT FOUR -- STEPPER 

"IT DOESN'T AFFECT THE NEWSSTANDS IN HERE. THEY'RE MAKING 
MORE BUSINESS THAN EVER -- MAGAZINES IS WHAT THEY SELL MAINLY -- 
"TIME," "NEWSWEEK", 'U.S, NEWS.' THE MAGAZINES ARE CLEANER THAN 
THE NEWSPAPERS -~ YOU HANDLE NEWSPAPERS, YOU SEE HOW DIRTY YOUR 
HANDS GET?" 

VOICE: 

CITY OFFICIALS TALK ABOUT THE DISASTROUS EFFECTS ON THE 
ECONOMY IF THE STRIKE CONTINUES MUCH LONGER, AND OF THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT ONE OF THE MAJOR PAPERS MAY HAVE TO CLOSE DOWN 
PERMANENTLY. 

FOR SOME NEW YORKERS THE STRIKE IS A PERSONAL CRISIS. ONE 
NEW YORK CITY RESTAURANT WORKER SAYS HE IS USED TO READING THREE 
PAPERS A DAY, MAINLY FOR THE SPORTS. "IF THIS GOES ON MUCH 


LONGER," HE SAYS, "I*LL JUST GO CRAZY." 


